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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 PRETOR 01884 191016Z 
ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 
INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 
SS-15 NSCE-00 SSO-OO USIE-00 INRE-00 10-13 DHA-02 
ACDA-10 /089 W 

191019Z 005509/14 

O 190950Z APR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 7358 
INFO AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN 
AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM 
AMEMBASSY GABORONE 
AMCONSUL JOHANNESBURG 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY LUSAKA 
AMEMBASSY MAPUTO 

UNCLAS PRETORIA 1884 

CAPE TOWN ALSO FOR EMBASSY 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: RH, PINT 

SUBJECT: RHODESIAN FRONT GIVES SMITH FULL SUPPORT 

REF: PRETORIA 1326 

1 . SOUTH AFRICAN PRESS REPORTED TODAY THAT SPECIAL CONGRESS 
OF RHODESIAN FRONT PARTY (RF) HELD APRIL 18 ( REFTEL) GAVE 
OVERWHELMING SUPPORT TO PM SMITH AND "FREE HAND IN SETTLEMENT 
NEGOTIATIONS). SMITH REPORTEDLY SAID AFTERWARDS THAT MEETING 
WAS CONSTRUCTIVE AND THERE HAD BEEN " SOME GOOD STRONG TALKING." 
PRESS REPORT SPECULATES THAT IMPLICATION OF VOTE, WHICH WAS 
420 TO 35 IN FAVOR OF SMITH. WAS THAT RF ENDORSES BACKING 
BRITISH PROPSAL FOR MAJORITY RULE. HOWEVER. SMITH 
REFUSED COMMENT ON THAT ASPECT. 
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2. THE POSITION OF TWELVE REBEL MP'S WAS REPORTEDLY NOT 
DISCUSSED AT CONGRESS, BUT IS BEING LEFT TO RF DISCIPLINARY 
COMMITTE FOR DISPOSITION. 

3. COMMENT: RHODESIAN PRESS SPECULATION IN WEEKS LEADING 
UP TO CONGRESS HAD BEEN OVERRIDDEN WITH PESSIMSM ABOUT 
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SMITH'S PARTY STRENGTH. THIS APPARENT "TURNAROUND IN PARTY 
THINKING," AS ONE REPORTED DESCRIBED YESTERDAY S VOTE, 

MAY WELL REFLECT RF SUPPORT OVER NEW BRITISH INITIATIVE. BOWDLER 
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